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SUNDAY SERVICE  

The Second Sunday of Advent  
December 4, 2022. 11 am 

 
WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S 
 
We are so glad that you’ve come to worship the Lord with us today, 
and we hope that you will experience the presence of Christ among 
us. In the pew are the following tools for participation in this service. 
The blue “Book of Praise” contains our hymns, the  red  “Book of 
Psalms” contains the responsive psalms, and the blue “New English 
Bible” contains the scripture passages. If an item has an asterisk (*), 
then please stand if you are able. Large print Hymnals are available 
in the back of the Sanctuary.  An usher would be happy to  help you. 

 

WE COME TOGETHER BEFORE GOD 

Prelude                        “Come, Redeemer”  J.S. Bach 

*Call to Worship  

*Opening Hymn 110 “Come, thou long-expected Jesus” 

Welcome 

Prayer of Approach and Confession 

 Assurance of Forgiveness 

 Response to Forgiveness Gloria Patri 

WORD OF GOD READ AND PROCLAIMED 

*Responsive Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 ref II   Reader: Debbie Bruce 

Isaiah 11:1-10  (page 823, OT) 

Romans 15:4-13  (page 206, NT) 

Matthew 3:1-12 (page 5, NT) 

Lighting the 2nd candle on the Advent wreath  

Advent Reading II - “Peace” insert in bulletin Debbie Bruce 

*Hymn 710                   “What does the Lord require” 

Anthem            “People, look east”       French trad. 

Sermon        “The Story Continues”  Rev. Dr. Victoria Eldridge 

Silent Reflection 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD WITH CELEBRATION 

*Hymn 117 “Herald! Sound the note of judgement” 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 831 Book of Praise 

Announcements 

The Offering 

Offertory               “Gottes Sohn Ist Kommen” J. Petzold 

*The Doxology 830 Book of Praise 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

WE GO FORTH IN THE JOY OF THE LORD 

*Hymn 128       “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying” 

Benediction & Choral Amen 

Postlude                         “Come, Redeemer”    Paul Manz 

 



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT   

St. Paul’s is situated on the traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Mississaugas. This 

land is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt 

Covenant, which was an agreement between the Haudenosaunee 

and Anishinabek to share and care for the resources around the 

Great Lakes. All peoples have been invited into this treaty in the 

spirit of peace, friendship and respect. We further acknowledge 

that this land is covered by the Between the Lakes Purchase, 1792, 

between the Crown and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.  

Land acknowledgments are essential as we move forward on a 

path to reconciliation and are guided by the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action. 

 
 

AN INCLUSIVE & AFFIRMING CONGREGATION 
 

The church is called to be a welcoming, nurturing, loving and 

supportive community—a true church family. As affirmed by the 

2021 General Assembly, all people whatever their sexual 

orientation or gender identity are equally beloved by God. The 

Session of St. Paul’s endorses these truths and will strive to create a 

church where all people are included and affirmed. 

 
 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
 

An automated external defibrillator is available in the 

hallway outside the main office. 

 

ST. PAUL’S VISION 

 

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church is a Christian 
community in downtown Hamilton, 

embodying Jesus’ acceptance and love of all 
people and supporting the growth of God’s 

people in faith and service. 

 

ST. PAUL’S TEAM 

Minister (Interim):   Rev. Dr. J. Mark Lewis 

Guest Minister:    Rev. Dr. Victoria Eldridge 

Clerk of Session:   Jer Dubash 

Director of Music:   Blair Havers 

Chimer:     Branden Moffat 

Custodian:    Ruparain Sydney 

Office Administrator:   Natanya Hill 

Today’s Ushers:   Arlene Swenor, North Aisle 

      Heather Pirie, South Aisle 

 

ST. PAUL’S CONTACT INFO 

Website:     www.stpaulshamilton.ca 

Email:     info@stpaulshamilton.ca 

Phone:     905-522-2792 

Mail:      70 James St. S. 

      Hamilton, ON L8P 2Y8 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
A letter for your family on the piano – Please pick up a Christmas 
letter, addressed to your family, from the piano today. There’s a 
Christmas giving envelope inside for you to give to the Year End 
Challenge if you’d like. Those remaining will be mailed this week. 
 
Advent Devotionals & Gifts of Change– “Journey to Christmas,” 
an Advent devotional,  and the Gifts of Change catalogue are both 
available for you to take home and use throughout this Advent 
season. Enjoy! 
 
Mark will be back December 11th - Mark is away with Donna and 
their three children celebrating an early Christmas together.  They 
are spending time in London, then going to Cardiff in Wales, and if 
the weather is good, Mark is going to make his family go to his 
hometown of Port Talbot (It's sort of like the Welsh equivalent of 
Hamilton).  Mark will be back next Sunday, December 11. 
 
St. Paul’s Giving Tree -   The Hamilton Urban Core is receiving 
item donations to provide hampers to families and individuals in 
downtown Hamilton this holiday season. Please consider this 
giving throughout the Advent Season so we can join in this valuable 
ministry of loving our neighbours well. You can leave these items 
on the St. Andrew’s Hall stage, either on the tree itself as a 
decoration or in the large, wrapped gift boxes next to the tree.  
Suggested items include: hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, socks, lip 
balm, Hot Hands, slippers, toothbrushes, tooth paste, dental floss, 
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, soap, hand wipes, razors, 
shaving cream, deodorant, female products, face cream, hair 
brushes, combs, unwrapped children’s toys, books for children and 
teens, gift cards for teens, Tim Horton’s gift cards, grocery gift 
cards, Shoppers’ gift cards, etc. They will be picked up the week 
of December 16th. 
  

Congratulations to Ida DeJong, who has been elected a Ruling 
Elder of the Presbyterian Church in Canada and a member of the 
Session of St. Paul's.  On  Sunday, November 27, a committee of 
the Session counted the ballots from a strong electoral return, and 
it was affirmed that Ida had received overwhelming support.  A 
service of ordination will be celebrated for Ida on Sunday, January 
15, 2023, during the regular morning worship, after which, Ida will 
be a member of the Session of St. Paul's.  Ida brings a depth of 
experience from her membership in the Christian Reformed 
Church, and the Presbyterian Church, and also from her long career 
as a Social Worker, and will be a great asset to this congregation 
and to the building of Christ's Kingdom of love and hope.  Way to 
go Ida! 
 
Cheques made payable to St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church - Please 
note that cheques donated to the church need to be made payable 
exactly to: “St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church.” The bank is no longer 
accepting shortened versions of the name. Thank you! 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

The flowers have been placed in the Sanctuary today in loving 
memory of Mary (Margaret’s sister) and Jack Woods, by the Plater 
family. 

OUR GUEST MINISTER 

Rev. Dr. Victoria Eldridge was ordained in 1998 and served at 
West Flamborough and Chalmers in Hamilton. She adopted her 
daughter, Maria from Bulgaria in 2004. In 2013 she received her 
Doctor of Ministry from Colgate Rochester in New York. Since her 
early retirement in the Spring of 2020, she has  home schooled her 
daughter Maria and renovated their home.  
 
Thank you for leading our worship service again, Vicky. We’re 
always so thankful to have you at St. Paul’s! 



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, November 27th   

11:00am: The Second Sunday Service of Advent 
12:00pm: Coffee Hour  
6:00pm: Hamilton Beat Harmonic in St. Andrew’s Hall 

Monday, November 28th  

7:30pm: Scottish Dance Group in St. Andrew’s Hall 

Thursday, December 1st    

7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 2nd 

5:30pm: Rental in Centennial Hall 

MISSION MOMENTS  

 

“Where is God in all of this oppression and 
injustice?” Upon hearing the anguished 
cries of Palestinian Christians, Palestinian 
clergy felt it was crucial to respond 
pastorally and remind them that God is the 
God of justice, the God who cares about the 
oppressed. These Christians need God’s 
hope. In 1989, Palestinian Christian 
theologians developed a theology that 
could be shared with fellow Palestinian 

believers. This led  to the establishment of Sabeel Ecumenical 
Liberation Theology Center in Jerusalem, an ecumenical grassroots 
liberation theology movement. Presbyterians Sharing supports 
Sabeel and Director, Omar Haramy, in standing with the 
oppressed, working for justice and engaging in peacebuilding. 


