Sunday, March 1, 2026 Joel Swenor

Scripture Readings

The Old Testament Scripture reading is received from Genesis chapter 12 verses
1-9, which can be found on page 12 in the old testament of your pew bible...

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your own country, your kinsmen, and your father’s
house, and go to a country that | will show you. | will make you into a great nation, | will
bless you and make your name so great that it shall be used in blessings:

Those that bless you | will bless, those that curse you, | will execrate. All the families
on earth will pray to be blessed as you are blessed.’

And so Abram set out as the Lord had bidden him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he left Harran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot,
all the property they had collected, and all the dependants they had acquired in Harran,
and they started on their journey to Canaan. When they arrived, Abram passed
through the country to the sanctuary at Schechem, the terebinth-tree of Moreh. At that
time the Canaanites lived in this land. There the Lord appeared to Abram and said, |
give this land to your descendants.” So Abram built an altar there to the Lord who had
appeared to him. Thence he went on to the hill-country east of Bethel and pitched his
tent between Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built and altar to the Lord

and invoked the Lord by name. Thus Abram journeyed by stages towards the Negeb.
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The New Testament Scripture reading is received from John chapter 11 verses 17-
44, which can be found on page 127 in the new testament of your pew bible...

7On his arrival Jesus found that Lazarus had already been four days in the tomb.
Bethany was just under two miles from Jerusalem, and many of the people had come
from the city to Martha and Mary to condole with them on their brother’s death. As
soon as she heard that Jesus was on his way, Martha went to meet him, while Mary
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, sir, my brother would not
have died. Even now | know that whatever you ask of God, God will grant you.” Jesus
said, “Your brother will rise again.’ ‘Il know that he will rise again’, said Martha, ‘at the
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said, ‘| am the resurrection and | am life. If a man
has faith in me, even though he die, he shall come to life; and no one who is alive and
has faith shall ever die. Do you believe this? ‘Lord, | do,” she answered; ‘| now believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God who was to come in the world.’

With these words she went to call her sister Mary, and taking her aside, she said,
‘The Master is here; he is asking for you.” When Mary heard this she rose up quickly
and went to him. Jesus had not yet reached the village but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. The Jews who were in the house condoling with Mary, when they
saw her start up and leave the house, went after her, for they supposed that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. So Mary came to the place where Jesus was. As
soon as she caught sight of him she fell at his feet and said, ‘O sir, if you had only
been here my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the

Jews her companions weeping, he sighed heavily and was deeply moved. ‘Where
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have you laid him?’ he asked. They replied, ‘Come and see, sir.” Jesus wept. The Jews
said, ‘How dearly he must have loved him! But some of them said, ‘Could not this
man, who opened the blind man’s eyes, have done something to keep Lazarus from
dying?’

Jesus again sighed deeply; then he went over to the tomb. It was a cave, with a
stone placed against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.” Martha, the dead man’s
sister, said to him, ‘Sir, by now there will be a stench; he has been there four days.’
Jesus said, ‘Did | not tell you that if you have faith you will see the glory of God?’ So
they removed the stone. Then Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, | thank thee;
thou hast heard me. | knew already that thou always hearest me, but | spoke for the
sake of the people standing round, that they might believe that thou didst send me.’
Then he raised his voice in a great cry: ‘Lazarus, come forth.” The dead man came out,
his hands and feet swathed in linen bands, his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said,

‘Loose him, let him go.’

May the Lord God help us to apply this scripture in our lives.



