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Sunday Service – Second Sunday of 
Advent 

December 7th, 2025. 11 am   
 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S 
 

We are so glad that you’ve come to worship the Lord with us 
today, and we hope that you will experience the presence of 
Christ among us. In the pew are the following tools for 
participation in this service. The blue “Book of Praise” contains 
our hymns, the  red  “Book of Psalms” contains the responsive 
psalms, and the blue “New English Bible” contains the scripture 
passages. If an item has an asterisk (*), then please stand if you 
are able. Large print Hymnals are available in the back of the 
Sanctuary.  An usher would be happy to help you.  
All are welcome to join us for Coffee hour in  St. Andrew’s Hall, 
immediately following the service today. 

WE COME TOGETHER BEFORE GOD 

Prelude    “Prelude on an Advent Melody” F.D. Clarke   

*Call to Worship  

*Opening Hymn 21  “Set thou thy trust upon the Lord” 

Welcome 

Prayer of Approach and Confession 

 Assurance of Forgiveness 

 Response to Forgiveness Gloria Patri 

WORD OF GOD READ AND PROCLAIMED 
Reader:  Joel Swenor 

*Responsive Psalm 72, v. 1-11, ref. II  

Isaiah 11: 1-10 (page 823, OT) 

Matthew 3: 1-12 (page 5, NT) 

*Reading for Advent 2 

*Hymn 113 “Comfort, comfort you my people” 

Anthem    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Michael Larkin 

Sermon “Nothing Ever Changes!”     Rev. Dr. J. Mark Lewis 

 Silent Reflection 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD WITH CELEBRATION 

*Hymn 119   “Hope is a star” 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer        831 Book of Praise 

Announcements 

The Offering 

Offertory Solo    “Come Thou and with us Dwell”   William Byrd 
Soloist: Gabriel Miles 

*The Doxology  830 Book of Praise 

Prayer of Dedication 

WE GO FORTH IN THE JOY OF THE LORD 

*Hymn 118    “Hark the glad sound” 

Benediction  

Choral Amen  

Postlude    “Sleepers, Wake” A.W. Leupold 

 
 
 
 



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT   

St. Paul’s is situated on the traditional territories of the Erie, 
Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and Mississaugas. 
This land is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt 
Covenant, which was an agreement between the 
Haudenosaunee and Anishinabek to share and care for the 
resources around the Great Lakes. All peoples have been invited 
into this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship and respect. We 
further acknowledge that this land is covered by the Between 
the Lakes Purchase, 1792, between the Crown and the 
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Land acknowledgments 
are essential as we move forward on a path to reconciliation and 
are guided by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 
Calls to Action. 

 

AN INCLUSIVE & AFFIRMING CONGREGATION 
The church is called to be a welcoming, nurturing, loving and 
supportive community—a true church family. As affirmed by the 
2021 General Assembly, all people whatever their sexual 
orientation or gender identity are equally beloved by God. The 
Session of St. Paul’s endorses these truths and will strive to 
create a church where all people are included and affirmed. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: GALLERY SEATING IS CLOSED 

For insurance reasons, the gallery seating around the top of the 
sanctuary is not open to the public. Only the individual who is 
coordinating the live stream will be in the gallery. We invite you 
to join us in the pews on the main floor of the Sanctuary as you 
worship with us today. Thank you. 

 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

An automated external defibrillator is available in the 
hallway outside the main office. 

ST. PAUL’S VISION 

 

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church is a Christian 
community in downtown Hamilton, 

embodying Jesus’ acceptance and love of all 
people and supporting the growth of God’s 

people in faith and service. 

 

ST. PAUL’S TEAM 

Interim Moderator:         Rev. Dr. J. Mark Lewis 

Clerk of Session:        Jer Dubash 

Director of Music:        Blair Havers 

Chimer:         Branden Moffat 

Custodian:         Ruparain Sydney 

Office Administrator:           Gordon Swenor (Interim) 

Today’s Ushers:        Heather Pirie, North Aisle 

           Annette Sydney, South Aisle 

ST. PAUL’S CONTACT INFO 

Website:          www.stpaulshamilton.ca 

Email:          info@stpaulshamilton.ca 

Phone:          905-522-2792 

Mail:           70 James St. S. 

           Hamilton, ON L8P 2Y8 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sanctuary flowers – 
The flowers in the sanctuary are placed in loving memory of 
Mary Plater and Jack Woods by Margaret Plater and family. 
 
Giving Tree –  
Please consider looking through the Gifts of Change catalogue 
to learn about charitable projects that you can support with a 
donation to the Presbyterian Church in Canada. There are 
physical copies of the Gifts of Change catalogue on the piano in 
the sanctuary, and the catalogue can be found online at 
presbyterian.ca/gifts of change 
 
Donations can be made online at presbyterian.ca/donate or in-
person by specifying what Gifts of Change project you’d like to 
support on your donation envelope. Once you’ve considered 
donating, feel free to write your name and donation amount on 
one of the star ornaments located on the piano in the sanctuary, 
then hang it up on the Christmas tree. More info can be found on 
the Giving Tree insert in this bulletin and please direct any 
further questions you may have to Gordon in the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S   

Sunday, December 7th 
11:00am: Sunday Service  
12:00pm: Coffee Hour 
4:00pm: Hamilton Beat Harmonic 
Monday, December 8th 
9am-3pm: Church office is OPEN 
7:30pm: Scottish Country Dancing in St. Andrew’s Hall 
Tuesday, December 9th  
9am-3pm: Church office is OPEN 
Wednesday, December 10th 

9am-3pm: Church office is OPEN 
Friday, December 12th 
5:30pm: Friday Night Meeting in Centennial Hall 

  

Refugee Committee Update –  
There is still no set arrival date for Sandu and her family. Their 
apartment is currently being prepared for their arrival. If you 
wish to help with their arrival there are items listed on the 
bulletin board that you could generously provide for them. 
These items can be left in the bin labelled ‘Kitchen Items’ on the 
stage in St. Andrew’s Hall, thank you to all of those who have 
already donated. Please reach out to Ida deJong with any 
questions you may have regarding Sandu’s family and their 
arrival. 

Books for Bus Tickets Fundraiser –  
Our Books for Bus Tickets fundraiser will continue into the fall. 
Ida has taken over from Lydia. Please visit the book table in St. 
Andrew’s Hall to view the entire collection. Thank you for your 
generosity and support! 
 



Second Sunday in Advent: PEACE 

 
Voice 1:  The psalmist dreamed of a world where   

leaders govern with righteousness, and the  
poor are treated with dignity and justice. 

 
Voice 2:  In this new creation, the oppressed are set free, 
                 the vulnerable are protected and  

     peace flows like a river.   
 
Voice 1:  Today, too many experience violence, poverty  
      and persecution. Yet, they yearn to know peace.   
 
Voice 2:  We long to live in that new creation, where God’s  

glory is revealed on earth, through justice and  
peace. Today, on this second Sunday of Advent, 

                 we light the candle of peace as a prayer of longing.  
 

The candle of peace is lit.  
 
Let us pray together:  
Living God, help us to recognize your presence wherever 
people work for peace. Teach us to be instruments of your 
peace in the world. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

 

 
 
 

Gaza Aid Brings Relief  
 

As violence persists in Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, humanitarian needs on the ground are extreme 
and the ability to deliver aid continues to be challenging. 
 
With thousands of families displaced, schools and hospitals 
bombed, thousands of children killed, and famine 
conditions, the impetus to act is greater than ever.  
 
Despite the challenges, PWS&D has been responding 
through ecumenical networks and partnerships at ACT 
Alliance and Canadian Foodgrains Bank to provide food and 
other humanitarian assistance where and whenever 
possible. 
 

Ibrahim was a participant in a recent Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank food distribution. The food package he 
received made a big difference—not only easing his 
financial burden but also improving his son’s health. 
 
“This food parcel alleviated his suffering and provided my 
child with the necessary food,” he shared. “Food aid 
distributions like this are essential.” 
 
This Advent season, faithfully respond to help provide 
food and humanitarian assistance for people in crisis. 
 
 
 

WeRespond.ca 



Ways St. Paul’s Congregation may participate in Mission 
during Advent 2025 

 
 
1. Donate items of warm winter clothing for people who come 
to our door in need. Items may be placed in a tote located in St 
Andrew’s Hall. 
 
2. You will have an opportunity to purchase a mission gift for 
Presbyterian World Service and Development and place a 
decoration on our Christmas tree in celebration of your gift. 
 
3. Sandu’s Apartment - Several more administrative barriers 
have been cleared and we hope that the family from Eritrea we 
are helping to sponsor will arrive in Canada shortly. A list of 
required items is posted on the bulletin board.  Donations can be 
placed in a tote in St. Andrew’s Hall, marked Sandu’s 
Apartment. 
 
4. We have set a goal of $50,000.00 for our Year-End 
Fundraiser. A portion of the Year-End Fundraiser will go towards 
offsetting our deficit, and a portion will go to Hamilton Out of 
the Cold. 
 
Hamilton Out of the Cold is a not-for-profit, non-denominational 
program that provides meals for those in need in our community 
from November to March.  Their mission is to provide hot 
nutritious meals served with dignity and compassion.  To learn 
more about their program: 
 hamiltonoutofthecold.ca/all-about-us/ 
 

http://hamiltonoutofthecold.ca/all-about-us/

